
External Distribution Side Local Network Telecom Cable
PACW/solid polyethylene insulation/PJ filled/polyethylene sheath
External Telephone Cable (Complies with BT Specification CW1326)

CW1326 - Solid insulation, jelly filled

Insulation resistance
Insulation resistance measurements shall be 
made with not less than 500 volts D.C. After 
steady electrification for one minute the
insulation resistance measured between 
each conductor and the remaining 
conductors connected together shall be not 
less than 1500megohms per 1000 metres 
at 20°C.

Capacitance unbalance
Not more than 1% of the corrected 
capacitance unbalance measurements 
between adjacent pairs shall exceed the
following values: Two-Pair (Quad) Cable 
800pF. All other sizes 275pF.

CW1326 Pair colour scheme, unit binder colours and cable make-up

Application
The cable is designed primarily for installing in ducts in the ‘D’ or 
Secondary side of local telecommunications networks. If required by
the customer, the cable can be supplied with an aluminium/polymer-
coated tape applied longitudinally over the paper core wrap acting
as a moisture barrier. There are various other options available 
including a figure of eight type sheathed cable incorporating a steel
support strand for use in aerial applications, and a galvanised steel 
wire armoured version suitable for direct burial.

Construction
Twisted pairs in 10 Pair Units. The pair range is 2 – 100.

Product description
Plain annealed solid copper wire, solid polyethylene insulation, 
twisted pairs, petroleum jelly filling, paper core wrap and blacklow 
density polyethylene sheath.

Cabling
Element 
No.

a-wire b-wire

1 WHITE BLUE

2 WHITE ORANGE

3 WHITE GREEN

4 WHITE BROWN

5 WHITE GREY

6 RED BLUE

7 RED ORANGE

8 RED GREEN

9 RED BROWN

10 RED GREY

Unit 
Number

Binder
Colour

1 BLUE

2 ORANGE

3 GREEN

4 BROWN

5 GREY

6 WHITE 

7 RED

8 BLACK

9 YELLOW

10 VIOLET

Cable
Size

No. and Pair Size of Unit in 
Centre and 1st Layer

Centre 1st layer

2 1 x 2 -

5 1 x 5 -

10 1 x 10 -

20 4 x 5 -

2 x 10 -

30 1 x 10 4 x 5

1 x 5 5 x 5

50 3 x 10 -

2 x 10 4 x 10

100 2 x 10 8x 10

3 x 10 7 x 10

4 x 5 8x 10Note: Options for the 2 pair cable are - Manufactured as a pair cable with cabling elements coloured as above. 
Manufactured as a quad, coloured Orange Green, White, Black in order of rotation.

No. Prs Cu Size 
(mm)

Nom Ins 
Dia
(mm)

Min 
Sheath 
Radial

Resistance
@ 20°C (ohms/km)

Mutual Capacitance (nF/km) Maximum Overall Diameter (mm)

Unarmoured
Max Ave Max (99%) Max Ave Max  (99%)

No Screen

2 0.50 1.05 1.1 91 96 56 64 8.5 

5 0.50 1.05 1.2 91 96 56 64 8.5 

10 0.50 1.05 1.2 91 96 56 64 12.0 

20 0.50 1.05 1.3 91 96 56 64 15.0 

30 0.50 1.05 1.4 91 96 56 64 18.0 

50 0.50 1.05 1.4 91 96 56 64 19.5 

100 0.50 1.05 1.5 91 96 56 64 25.0 

Note 1: For screened cables of 20 pairs or less the maximum average mutual capacitance shall not apply and the maximum for 99% of cases shall be increased by 3nF.

External 2 Pair Dropwire Telephone Cable
PACW/PE insulation/Support Strands/PE sheathed
External Dropwire Telephone Cable (Complies with BT Specification CW1411)

Dropwire 10B

Application
This cable is designed for overhead distribution lines, typically from a 
telegraph pole to the customer’s premises.

Product description
The cable contains two 0.5mm plain solid copper pairs insulated 
with solid polyethylene and wrapped with a polyester tape, three 
elements of 3 x 0.25mm brass coated steel support strands insulated 
with PVC, and is sheathed overall with a medium density black 
polyethylene sheath.

Construction

Conductor: 
0.5mm Plain Annealed Copper Wire (PACW)

Insulation: 
Solid High Density Polyethylene

Diameter over Insulation: 
1.02mm

Colour code: 
Pair 1: Orange/White
Pair 2: Green/Black

Core wrap: 
Polyester Tape

Support strand: 
Brass Plated Steel, 3 elements of 3 x 0.25mm strands,
each element PVC

Ripcord: 
Nylon

Identification: 
Manufacturer’s Thread to PD 2379

Jacket: 
Black Medium Density Polyethylene
Minimum Thickness: 0.4mm
Minimum Diameter: 5.1mm
Target Diameter: 5.3mm
Maximum Diameter: 5.6mm

Electrical properties (20°C):
Maximum Conductor Resistance: 95 Ω/km
Maximum Mutual Capacitance: 56 nF/km
Maximum Capacitance Unbalance: 275 pF/500m
Minimum Insulation Resistance: 10,000 MΩ/km

Breaking load: 
Minimum: 1350 Newtons
Maximum: 1550 Newtons
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